
Sec. 19-573.  All exterior lights shall be arranged
and installed so that the direct or reflected illumi-
nation does not exceed five-tenths (0.5) footcandle
above background, measured at the lot line of any
adjoining A, R, R-TH or R-MF district.  Except
in village districts where light standards may be
required to be compatible with unique architec-
tural styles, lighting standards shall be of a  direc-
tional type capable of shielding the light source
from direct view from any adjoining A, R, R-TH
or R-MF district or public right-of-way.

INTENT:

To protect agricultural and residential uses from
excessive night-time lighting (measured as 0.5
footcandles maximum at the property line - see
page 10-a) and light glare.

To protect motorists from light glare along
public rights-of-way.

All light fixtures that are seen from public roads
or from A, R, R-TH or R-MF districts shall be
of a sharp cut-off design in a fixed position

COUNTY-WIDE STANDARDS:                                                                 EXTERIOR LIGHTING
                                                                                                                 REGULATION & INTENT

which orients the light down and prevents light
glare.  This includes pole mounted lights and
wall mounted lights (wall-packs).  See pages
10-a and 10-b.

The lighting plan for a site is reviewed and ap-
proved for these aesthetic considerations by the
Planning Department.  They may be included with
the site plan or approved at time of the building
permit.  Provide two (2) copies along with manu-
facturer cut sheets of each type of light to be used
to the Planning Department for review.  Foot-
candle diagrams are only needed next to residen-
tial and agricultural districts.

Note: As a CPTED (Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design) concern, it is highly rec-
ommended that the lighting plan be coordinated
with the landscape plan.  County requirements for
landscaping call for trees to be installed in park-
ing lot islands.  Eventual tree growth can block
light patterns and make a parking lot unsafe.  Park-
ing lot lights should be located between planting
islands at the juncture of four (4) parking spaces.
See page 10-a.

 Design Standards Manual                                                                    Chesterfield County, Virginia

10



 Design Standards Manual                                                                    Chesterfield County, Virginia

10-a

COUNTY-WIDE STANDARDS:                                              EXTERIOR LIGHTING (continued)

Shown above is the lighting plan for a portion of Chesterfield Marketplace Shopping Center. Notice many of the light poles
are located out of landscape islands to insure trees do not grow to obscure light in the future.
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10-b

COUNTY-WIDE STANDARDS:                                              EXTERIOR LIGHTING (continued)

Shown below is a standard sharp cutoff wall-
mounted light fixture (or wall-pack) that the
County approves.  Other wall-packs that use pris-
matic lenses or internal reflectors to punch light

Wallpack has a flat lens on the bottom of a pre-finished
bronze metal enclosure. Light provides excellent glare cut-
off while providing good ground-level photometrics.

out causing glare are not approved if visible to
public rights-of-way or residential or agricultural
districts.


